
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CDNTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCD BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-071

ORDER REQUIRING THE CITY OF ST. HELENA TO CEASE
AND DESIST FROM DISCHARGING WASTE CDN'IRl\RY TO
REJ;;!UIREMENI' AND TIME SCHEOOLES PRESCRIBED BY
THE CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CDNTROL
OOARD, SAN FRANCISCD BAY REGION, AND AMENDING
ORDER NO. 86-7

'Ihe california Regional water Quality COntrol Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. 'Ihe Board adopted a water Quality COntrol Plan for the San Francisco
Bay Basin (Basin Plan) in April 1975 (revised in July 1982). 'Ihe
Basin Plan prohibits the discharge of wastewater which has
characteristics of concern to beneficial uses into any non-tidal waters
except where a discharge is approved as part of a reclamation project.

2. 'Ihe city of St. Helena (hereinafter called the Discharger) operates a
0.5 million gallion per day (MGD) wastewater treatment plant which is
located in a non-tidal section of the Napa River. Release of effluent
to the Napa River would require the Discharger to :iluplement a water
reclamation project. Moreover, during sunnner months, the Napa River
does not supply a flow large enough to maintain the minimum required
dilution for the discharge. Sunnnertime water reclamation project
therefore becomes an essential element for wastewater disposal.

3. 'Ihe Discharger, since 1979, has proposed several different type of
waste disposal methods to coroply with Board requirements but has not
successfully :iluplement any water reclamation project. A chronological
summary of the Discharger's past attempts and the Board's actions are
listed below:

Date Proposed Project Board Order Adopted Reason for Delay

8/79 Full Reclamation
(no discharge)

10/79 1. NPDES Order #79-134
2. Cease and Desist

Order #79-135
Financial Cons-

train
7/81 Partial Reclamation

at Mardikian Ranch
(sunnner irrigation/
winter discharge)

9/81 1. Revised NPDES Order
#81-53

2. cease and Desist
Order #81-54

Difficulty in
Land Acquisition

1












